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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Western Piedmont Community College
Burke County's Habitat for Humanity is an or-
ganization that helps provide affordable hous-
ing for deserving citizens in our county. In ad-
dition to the commitment Western Piedmont
Community College makes to their students,
the College promotes growth within the local
community by volunteering for Habitat of
Burke County with a loving heart and a willing
spirit.
Western Piedmont began its partnership with
Burke County's Habitat for Humanity in Janu-
ary 2010 and approximately eighty faculty,
staff and stu-
dents have
been giving
ever since that
time. Volun-
teers have
worked many
hours from the
beginning of
the construction phase through the clean-up
phase prior to the families moving in their new
homes. Many College volunteers have hung
siding, installed windows, installed doors,
painted and the landscaping classes have
worked at the jobsites several times installing
landscaping for the Habitat families. These
volunteers have worked side by side with the
Habitat family members and have created that
bond of working together toward one common
goal. Western Piedmont staff, faculty and stu-
dents have come together with open arms and
will continue to volunteer by helping construct

the homes in Burke County, by assisting with
the Family Selection Committee and by pro-
viding lunch for all the construction workers.
Western Pied-
mont Commu-
nity College en-
rolls approxi-
mately 4,000 stu-
dents annually in
pursuit of college
transfer degrees,
two year associ-
ate degrees and
diplomas. More
than 10,000 stu-
dents enroll each
year in continu-
ing education courses for professional devel-
opment and personal enrichment. The College
also provides programs for high school com-
pletion. Western Piedmont received recogni-
tion for Exceptional Institutional Performance
based on standards established by the North
Carolina General Assembly.

Each house built,
Each family served,

Each life forever changed
Starts with

like you wno
Decided to join the fight.

ILL YOU BUILD?



eet Our Homeowne,

Mai Lee
something she never thought
could happen. As a single
mother of three children,
daughters Chuexomee, 8
years old, Gaoza, 6, and a
young son, Mouacheetong, 4,
providing for her family has
been very important to Mai.
Now she is excited and
happy to be able to give them
a house. Her children have
already made plans for their

By the end of the month, Mai rooms and which friends will
Houa Lee will be able to say be their first visitors,
she is a homeowner. That is Through Mai's hard work,

she has given her family a
place they can always call
home.

Habitat contractor Stewart McKee
presents Mai with a hammer.

WPCC volunteers pause for a picture
after working on Mai's house.

Billy Ray Johnson has been
legally blind all his life but
says it never gets him down,
nor does he let it get in his

Billy on his lawnmower. Always
ready to help others

Billy Ray Johnson
way. He continues "pushing
on" by helping others with
things like mowing or clean-
ing. Billy has been grateful
to all of the community's
programs that allow him to
continue to challenge him-
self. Currently he is attend-
ing school to complete his
GED. He is especially appre-
ciative of his church, Hart-
land Church of God and the
support of the group there,
Men About Change. When
asked what this house means

to Billy, he responded "This
is my dream! And to build it
from ground up, Wow!"

Billy joins volunteers framing his
back porch.
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